
Soil Testing Takes Out The Guesswork 
Save Time And Money With Soil Testing

We’ve all heard that it’s better to be 
proactive than reactive, and this saying 
is true for growers who plan ahead 
with diagnostic tools and services like 
soil or tissue testing. Preventative soil 
testing can help take the guesswork out 
of fertilization, and knowing what the 
soil needs in advance is extremely cost 
effective and can eliminate over-usage, 
under-usage or even misuse of fertilizers. 
In this way, soil tests save growers 
time and money and provide a better 
understanding of how crops are doing.

“Soil testing is a good measure of soil 
fertility and an inexpensive way of 
maintaining good plant health and 
maximum crop productivity,” states  
Ian John, pest control advisor with 
Compton Ag Services. “You just don’t 
know what’s in the soil until you check. 
You may think there’s enough potassium 
and there’s plenty of nitrogen and other 
essential micronutrients, and you may 
even know the general soil type and 
what it typically needs, but you won’t 
know exactly what’s in the soil until  
you test it.”
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A soil test can help the 
grower determine the 
current fertility status.



While the past few years have been 
moderately good, income wise, 
growers nowadays are trying to find 
ways to turn a profit in the face of 
an unstable market and dramatic 
price increases. 

The good news is that while input 
costs in the agricultural industry 
are up, so are commodity markets. 
In this issue, we hope to provide 
information that will illustrate the 
continued rise in market profits – 
in spite of the increasing fertilizer 
costs (see article, page 6). Also, we 
have included some helpful tips 
for saving time and money and 

for getting the best return on your 
fertilizer dollars.

As we face more uncertain market 
swings during the upcoming year, 
remember that Fertizona and 
Compton Ag Services are here to 
help, and we’re here to continue 
to work hard for you. Let us know 
what we can do to ensure your 
success. 

And until prices begin to stabilize, 
be sure to pay close attention to the 
market and to the condition of your 
crops. In the end, we hope costs 
adjust and everything balances 
out, but we realize, too, that the 

effects to your business while prices 
climb can be a challenge to manage. 
Ultimately, most growers will be 
money ahead by following efficient 
programs and practices.

Jim Compton

COMPTON’S CORNER

Facing Critical Issues In Agriculture 

Why Test The Soil
Soil testing is a key factor in 
determining a crop’s needs. A simple 
analysis can determine if there is 
too much, not enough or adequate 
amounts of nutrients. Growers know 
that there are several nutrients 
that are essential for any plant’s 
growth, and certain nutrients are 
more significant to some crops than 
others. Any significant imbalance 
in these nutrients can hurt or even 
devastate a crop. 

“For example,” Ian explains, “with 
melon crops, potassium can play 
a big part in the hardness of the 
rind and in its overall shelf life. 
If you don’t know what’s in the 
soil from the start, it would be 
very unpleasant to discover the 
deficiencies after the harvest. By 
then, it’s too late. Money and time 
will have already been spent.” 

Luckily, a soil test can answer those 

important questions up front. Both 
Fertizona and Compton Ag Services 
reps are prepared to recommend 
solutions, like growth regulators, 
fertilizers and the technologically 
advanced SmartBlends™, to correct 
or prevent these soil nutrient 
problems.

When To Test The Soil
Ian recommends testing the soil 
between crops and before planting 
a new field. This will help growers 
determine what the soil needs – 
pre-plant – to get the crop started. 
According to John, “You can also 
test the soil again after making 
applications. And for some crops, 
like high-dollar melon and lettuce 
crops, you may want to test the 
soil one or two times during the 
year since soil fertility fluctuates 
throughout the growing season.”

The quantity and availability of 
mineral nutrients are constantly 

altered by leaching and by the 
addition of fertilizers, manure, 
compost, mulch, lime or sulfur. 

cover story continued

Soil Testing Takes Out The Guesswork

Quick Tip: 

Regular soil testing is 
an important part of any 
successful crop, but the 
process of testing is only as 
good as the samples that are 
taken. Getting soil samples 
that are representative of 
the area is the first step in 
acquiring meaningful nutrient 
status. The sampling process 
can cause variations and errors 
in a soil-testing program. For 
this reason, it’s essential that 
accurate sampling procedures—
as well as proper preparation 
and handling—are followed 
before analysis.
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In addition, a large amount of 
mineral nutrients are removed 
from soils as a result of plant 
growth and development and from 
the harvesting of crops. A soil test 
can help the grower determine the 
current fertility status. It can also 

provide the necessary information 
needed to maintain the optimum 
fertility – year after year.

Other Tests To Consider
In addition to testing the soil, 
growers may also utilize plant 
tissue analysis and water quality 
tests. Soil tests are an ideal 
diagnostic tool to use before a crop 
goes in, but plant petiole tests can 
be helpful for checking fertility 
throughout the growing season. 
A tissue analysis can indicate the 
levels of available nutrients as 
well as show how the plants are 
using these nutrients. A petiole test 
can also alert the grower to any 
deficiencies and changes that have 
taken place during the growing 
cycle.

Water testing can also be a 
helpful tool for saving time and 
money by identifying polluted or 
contaminated water supplies and 
by assisting growers in evaluating 
the quality of water for irrigation 
purposes. A routine water analysis 
typically consists of pH, EC (soluble 
salts), calcium, magnesium, sodium, 
potassium, sulfate, chloride, 
carbonate, bicarbonate and 
nitrate determinations. Analyzing 
irrigation water and/or water 
sources and knowing its makeup is 
beneficial for protecting the health 
of people, livestock and crops.

Photos provided by Servi-Tech Labs.

COVER STORY (continued)

Quick Tip:

Fertizona has access to a number 
of labs throughout the region 
that can test soil samples and 
provide scientific evaluations that 
will give growers the practical 
information needed for the most 
effective fertility programs. For 
more information, talk to your 
Fertizona or Compton Ag Services 
representative. 

Benefits Of Soil And 
Tissue Testing

Increases productivity by •	
identifying soil nutrients that are 
hindering or limiting plant growth

Increases fertilizer efficiency by •	
indicating appropriate rates for 
various soils and crops

Saves time and money by reducing •	
over usage or misuse of fertilizers

Protects the environment by •	
reducing over fertilization

Identifies polluted or •	
contaminated soils

Benefits Of  
Water Testing

Protects the health of people, •	
livestock and crops

Identifies polluted or •	
contaminated water supplies

Indicates the suitability of water •	
for various uses
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In today’s unpredictable economy 
with the skyrocketing prices of 
fertilizers and fuels, forward-
thinking growers are looking for 
effective ways to save money. One 
of those methods is to use Rizen™ 
7-28-3, Fertizona’s basic NPK 
starter fertilizer formula. This 
liquid pop-up fertilizer can be put 
out right at planting, injected 2-3 
inches below the seed line, for a 
quicker and more vigorous start for 
young seedlings.

Perfect Placement
“When the seeds germinate, the 
roots will find this specifically 
placed food source,” explains Mike 
Espil, manager of Fertizona—Yuma. 
“Other fertilizers are also used in 
conjunction with Rizen, so there’s 
never a moment that the plant is 
without food. This method clearly 
gives the seedling a better head 
start.”

Rizen is formulated with a pH 
of slightly below 5, limiting the 
possibility of free ammonia damage 
to seedlings. This high Phosphorus, 
2:1 ratio of nitrogen to potassium 
SmartBlend™ is compatible with 
most minor elements and nutrient 
enhancers. In addition, Rizen is 
non-phytotoxic and can be mixed 
with imidacloprid and most other 
pesticides and fertilizers.

“This technology has been around 
for some time,” Espil states, “but 
Rizen is becoming more in favor 
nowadays because of the rising 
fertilizer prices. Growers are 
seeking more cost-effective options 
and alternatives, and Rizen is an 
effective solution.”

Exactly Right
Because of the rising costs, growers 
are applying less fertilizer over 

their crops and placing it in more 
exact spots. For this reason, the 
placement of fertilizers and the use 
of Rizen have become even more 
significant, as growers don’t want 
to waste anything. “As an example, 
a 500-pound application of 11-52-0 
was pretty standard for a whole 
field,” Espil says, “but growers are 
cutting back to about 400 pounds, or 
a 20 percent reduction in granules. 
Rizen is an effective option for 

offsetting lower amounts of 11-52-0, 
and growers are hoping to save 
costs and give crops a head start by 
using it in their fertility programs.”

For more information on getting 
a head start and saving money 
with Rizen, growers can consult 
their local Fertizona or Compton 
Ag representative for specific crop 
recommendations.

Lettuce Growers Use Rizen™ To Help With Rising Costs
Rizen™ For Lettuce Makes Feeding More Precise

TECH HELP

Rizen Benefits
Fertizona’s formulated starter fertilizer, Rizen™ 
7-28-3, offers many benefits to growers who 
want to provide seedlings with a vigorous start. 
These benefits include:

Facilitating early season vigor•	

Supplying seedlings with phosphorous critical •	
to quick start

Having a pH of 4.9-5•	

Buffering soil around the injection site for •	
improved nutrient uptake

Formulating with minor packages•	

Successfully mixing with Imidacloprid•	

Eliminating previous need to buffer •	
Imidacloprid
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CUSTOMER RESOURCES 

With more and more growers 
going to the web for news 
and information, Fertizona 
and Compton Ag Services has 
recognized the need for a more 
robust presence on the Internet.

As a result, the companies have 
launched an updated joint website 
at www.fertizona.com and  
www.comptonag.com. The new  
website offers news updates,  
up-to-the-minute crop prices and 
other helpful information.

Visitors to the website can find 
a variety of information about 
Fertizona and Compton Ag Services 
products. Product labels and 

MSDS sheets are all available for 
download at the site. In addition, 
the ‘Downloads’ section offers 
visitors the ability to download crop 
sheets, trial results for Fertizona 
products such as Furst Liquid and 
electronic versions of the Growing 
Smarter newsletters. 

“The downloads section has been 
reformatted so everything’s in a 
grid now,” states Angel Alvarez, 
IT Manager for Fertizona. “We 
consolidated this information to 
make it a lot more user friendly.”

Efficient Information  
Delivery Is Key
“We changed the layout because 
want to make it easy for our 
customers to get the information 
they need quickly and efficiently,” 
says Alvarez. “There are also a lot 
of new features that customers can 
use to help manage their account.”

One of the ways the website gives 
customers greater flexibility is 
the ‘Account Information’ area. By 
visiting this page and requesting a 
username and password, Fertizona 

and Compton Ag customers can 
access their account information 
online to view their order history 
and keep informed on their current 
account status. 

Up-To-Date Information
Other helpful resources available 
on the website include a list and 
directions to all the Fertizona and 
Compton Ag Services locations, 
job openings and links to external 
websites that may be of interest 
to growers. Customers can even 
download a credit application on 
the site.

“Our biggest objective with 
this site is to provide updated 
information to our customers,” 
explains Alvarez. “ Whenever  
an MSDS or product label is 
updated, we get it up there as 
soon as possible to make sure 
our customers are up-to-date 
on all the new products and 
services.”

Updated Fertizona 
and Compton Ag 
Services Website

Access Your Fertizona •	
Account Online

Download Product Sheets •	
and MSDS

View A List Of Fertizona •	
and Compton Ag Services 
Locations

Get Directions To Each •	
Location

Sign Up For Growing Smarter •	
Newsletter

Access Credit Application •	

Fertizona And Compton Ag 
Services Combine To  
Launch Updated Website
Grower Resource Offers Much  
More Than Just Product Information



When planning next year’s crop 
budget, growers may need to 
plug in high numbers again for 
fertilizer. Dramatic price increases 
and erratic markets have been 
characteristic over the last few 
years, and ag economists predict 
that the upcoming market may be 
just as volatile. 

According to most analysts, the 
days of low-priced energy are 

over, and because fertilizer is so 
fixed to the price of energy, we will 
likely experience higher prices, on 
average. But 
surviving these 
climbing costs 
and price swings 
will require 
growers to have 
counterintuitive 
patience coupled 

with the knowledge that they 
will benefit from increased yields 
and earn a high return on their 

investment, regardless of whether 
fertilizer prices are high or low.

Rising Fertilizer Costs
Growers in today’s market may 
wonder if market profits will remain 
stable as fertilizer costs continue to 
climb. USDA statistics have shown 
that crop inputs have increased 
significantly during the last few 
years and fuel continues to have the 
largest impact. Fertilizer, seed and 
farm machinery have similar index 
values according to the December 
2007 USDA numbers. But although 
input prices are up, so are growers’ 
profits. And university studies have 
also concluded that fertilizer alone 
is responsible for 20-25% of crop 
yield. Consistently, fertilizer proves 
to be a wise investment year after 
year.

Rising Market Profits
Although the cost of fertilizer is 
projected to increase in 2008, the 
value of crops has increased as 
well. To get the best return on your 
investment, follow the guidelines 
in the sidebar. For help in planning 
your fertility program, contact your 
Fertizona or Compton Ag field rep.

MARKET UPDATE

Critical Issues in Agriculture
Rising Fertilizer Costs Versus Market Profits
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Getting The 
Best Return On 
Fertilizer Dollars
For additional ways to get 
ahead of the erratic market 
and secure an economic 
return, growers can use the 
following strategies: 

Apply It Right
One way growers can save 
money on fertilizer is to apply 
it in a manner that will get 
the highest efficiency out of it. 
Know the characteristics of the 
material and know how and 
when it needs to be applied to 
reduce loss from volatilization 
or leaching. And always time 
applications for the greatest 
impact.

Don’t Skimp On Diagnostics
As costs escalate, using inputs 
precisely becomes even more 
important. Soil testing reveals 
the amount of nutrients 
present, and growers who apply 
fertilizer according to what the 
soil actually needs rather than 
at high blanket rates can save 
time and money. 

Check The Quality
Equipment malfunction or 
operator error can lead to 
misapplication. As a result, 
after applying fertilizer, have 
someone spot check fields to 
ensure the correct amount of 
fertilizer was applied.

Rotate Crops
Different crops have different 
fertilizer needs, and in some 
cases you can reduce overall 
fertilizer levels by changing 
crop rotations. For example, 
little nitrogen is needed 
when first-year corn follows 
established alfalfa. Corn in 
rotations also yields higher. 
But before switching any crops, 
growers need to evaluate the 
costs and returns over the 
whole rotation.

Establish Realistic Goals
Be sure you’re realistic in 
the yield for which you’re 
fertilizing. In addition, when 
fertilizer prices are high, it’s 
important for growers to stay 
in contact with their fertilizer 
representatives to keep up to 
date on prices and availability 
of product. 



Ian John’s roots grow deep in the 
agricultural industry and in his 
hometown, Blythe, California. And 
most of the paths he’s chosen for his 
life have taken him back to both.  

Born and raised in Blythe, Ian grew 
up with farming in a family-run 
business of mostly forage crops 
and a long list of responsibilities 
like cutting hay and running the 
tractors. Never an “office kind of 
guy,” Ian stayed involved with the 
family farm throughout high school 
at Palo Verde and then pursued a 
double major in entomology and 
integrated pest management at 
Iowa State University.

Back To Blythe
After graduating in 1998, Ian 
returned to Blythe. “I was an 
independent bug man for about 
eight years before Jimmy and 
Tim from Compton Ag Services 
contacted me and asked if I’d 
be interested in a job. I’ve been 
working with Compton Ag ever 
since – going on three years now – 
and I can’t complain about a thing. 
The company is very good to me.”

And Ian is good to his growers. 
Keeping a keen eye open for new 

innovations and technologies, Ian 
persistently seeks out new research 
and new products that might 
benefit his customers. 

“My growers expect me to bring 
new information and knowledge 
to them” Ian explains, “so I’m 
constantly looking for the tools that 
fit whatever situations or challenges 
my growers are facing. In this way, 
every day is a big event. I’m always 
trying to find new products to save 
growers money or help them make 
more money. Furst Liquid is a good 
example. We’ve already seen an 
increase in lettuce production in 
test trials with this new product, 
and I’m excited to try it with my 
lettuce growers and even expand to 
melons and cotton.”

Staying Connected
Ian has kept close ties with 
agriculture and has found his own 
way to contribute to the outdoors, 
but he’s also discovered a way 
to stay connected to the Blythe 
community. For nine years, Ian has 
coached the wrestling team at Palo 
Verde High School, his alma mater. 
He has also found time to coach the 
Palo Verde Yellow Jackets’ football 
team on and off over the last few 
years. And when Ian is not working 
in the field – or on the field – he 
enjoys hunting, fishing, playing 
XBox and spending time with his 
wife of ten years, Mande, and their 
two children, five-year-old son, 
Teagan, and one-year-old daughter, 
Jade.

MEET YOUR REP

Ian John
Returning To His Roots

My growers expect me to 
bring new information and 
knowledge to them, so 
I’m constantly looking for 
the tools that fit whatever 
situations or challenges 
my growers are facing.
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Ian John with his wife Mande and children Teagan and Jade.
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Larry McGee—Lawn & Garden 
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(928) 344-9806 
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Blythe, CA 92225 
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